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Easter - Resurrection 

Introduction

Easter – Angelo Saxon word “Eostre” – pagan goddess of spring and fertility – rabbits a symbol of fertility.
Festival on the vernal equinox – Mar 21 – when the sun crosses the equator and day and night are the same. 
a. Leaders of early church took the dates & celebrations of Christianity to replace rituals from competing pagan religions – tried to replace the pagan worship of fertility with the resurrection of Christ.
b. Pagan roots of Christmas - Roman festival called Saturnalia celebrating the god Saturn with wild parties
c. It is doubtful that Jesus was born in December because the sheep were only in the fields during mild weather and it is cold with snow in December in Israel – more likely in the fall or spring.
d. It is best to extract the core meaning of Christian holidays and celebrations and refuse to be caught up in the dates and rituals. The exact dates of His birth, death & resurrection were not given to us.
1. In His incarnation, Jesus Christ, the God-Man experienced ultimate humiliation & ultimate exaltation.

· Humiliation – incarnation as a man, sufferings, death
· Exaltation – resurrection, 50 day celebration, ascension, session
· The cross comes before the crown – humiliation/humility comes before the promotion
2. Humiliation – refers to His submission to the Father’s will: 
a. Becoming a man  - humbled himself by becoming a man
Phil 2:5-7 have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
b. Being persecuted by the devil and evil men – Jn 15:20
c. Bearing the burden and penalty of sin by His spiritual death on the cross and finally His physical death.
Phil 2:7-9 He emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, being made in the likeness of men. 8 being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name
3. Exaltation – refers to His promotion to highest position of honor & privilege: His resurrection, ascension, session, future demonstrations of power and victory in His return, reign, and final disposition of Satan.
Psm 97:9 for you are the LORD Most High over all the earth; you are exalted above all gods. 
Phil 2:9 Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name
4. The time between the physical death of Jesus and His resurrection was prophesied to be 3 days and 3 nights, 3 each, 24 hour periods of time, making it necessary that He died on Wednesday, not Friday.

Mat 12:40 for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

a. The Jewish night is counted from sunset (6 PM) to sunrise (6 AM) – day 6 AM to 6 PM
b. Jesus was buried at 6 PM the night of the crucifixion and his body had to be buried for 72 hours.
c. If he died & was buried on Friday 6 PM, then he could only be buried 18 hours until Sunday 6 AM.

d. Wed 6 PM ------ 24 -------- Thurs. 6 PM -------24--------- Friday 6PM ------ 24 -------- Sat 6 PM – out of the tomb Saturday night at 6 PM and the tomb is empty when they arrive Sunday morning.
e. If the prophecy of the sign of Jonah (3 days & 3 nights) is literal then He was crucified on Wednesday

5. While His body was in the tomb, human soul of Jesus spoke to the dead and to fallen angels in prison.
a. Lk 23:43 – today you will be with me in paradise – kept His appointment with the thief on the cross
b. He met with deceased believers from His earthly ministry – Mt 27:50-54; Lk 16:22-23
c. He delivered a message to the fallen angels of Gen 6 – 1Pt 3:18-20; Jude 6; 2Pt 2:4-5

d. Jesus officially shut down Paradise as the receiver of the souls of believers – New Covenant believers go straight to the 3d heaven – 2Cor 5:6-8; 2Cor 12:1-4

6. The resurrection of Jesus, the defeating of physical death is one of the greatest event of human history.

a. Some people have been resuscitated, meaning they were returned from the dead with some form of a regular human body and they died again – this is not the resurrection.
b. Only Jesus has been resurrected by receiving His eternal and permanent resurrection body.

c. Knowing that as a Church Age believer, we will go to heaven, to be with the Lord forever, we can have great confidence in our future and have no fear of death ever again.
d. The spiritual death victory over our sins & His victory over physical death has opened the door for whosoever will believe that He did that for them to share in His victory over death have eternal life.

John 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head, and gave up His spirit – all the sins were paid & all the prophecies fulfilled
7. All bel’s in all periods of history have benefited beyond description from the resurrection of Jesus.
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ

1. Def: the reunion of the immaterial aspects of His human nature and personhood with His resurrection body. His body was made alive never to die again. 

Rev 1:18 I am the living one. I was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever; and I have the keys of Death and of Hades.

a. Jesus experienced a two-fold death on the cross

·   Spiritual death – separation from GF – payment for sins

·   Physical death – willed Himself to die - Luke 23:46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last.

b. In His resurrection His soul and spirit were reunited with His body.

c. After 3 days and nights He walked out of the tomb, alive to die no more.

2. The importance of the resurrection of Jesus
a. Resurrection body is necessary for the eternal state 1Cor 15:50

b. The sign of His Messiahship to the Jews – Mt 12:38-40

c. The sign of His Father’s approval of His work – Acts 2:22-24

d. Proof of His Divine Sonship – Rom 1:4

e. Enables Him to fulfill the Davidic Covenant – 2 Sam 7:13; Rom 1:3 

f. Completed His victory over the forces of Evil

g. Defeated the devil who held the power of spiritual death - Heb 2:14
h. Announced His victory to Gen 6 demons in prison  1Pt 3:19-20
i. Enabled Him to finish out His victory - 1Cor 15:20-26
j. Gives us victory over death – 1Cor 15:54-57

k. No salvation without the resurrection – 1Cor 15:12-19

l. The resurrection is a necessary part of preaching the gospel 1Cor 15:3-4.

m. The ultimate hope for the future – 1Thess 4:13-17; 1Pt 1:3

n. We will be reunited with the ones who have gone before

o. Encourage one another with these words

3.  The Lord’s body was changed in His resurrection – resurrection body
a. His resurrection body is imperishable – 1Cor 15:42-44 – raised in glory and power – never to die again.

b. Able to appear and disappear – Lk. 24:15-16

c. Able to pass through walls – Lk 24:35; Jn 20:19-29

d. Able to fly – Acts 1:9

e. Able to eat w/out getting fat – Lk 24:21-22

f. All bel’s will receive a body like the Lord’s – 1Cor 15:42-54

Resurrection – general principles

1. There are 2 kinds of return from the dead

a. Reanimation – return from the dead in a body of corruption that will die again – Lazarus Jn 11:1-43

b. A picture and prophesy of future resurrection

c. Resurrection – return from the dead in a resurrection body never to die again.

d. No sickness, injuries, hunger, thirst, pain – perfect existence

2. There are 2 general resurrections
a. 1st Resurrection – bel’s only – 4 categories in order – 1Cor 15:20-24
b. Firstfruits – Jesus Christ – 1Cor 15:20; Mt 28; Mk 16; Lk 24; Jn 20-21
c. Church-age bel’s – rapture/church – 1Cor 15:51-57; JN 14:1-3; Phi 3:20-21; 1Thess 4:13-18; 1Jn 3:1-2
d. Old Testament/Tribulation bel’s – Isa 26:19; Dan 12:13; Mt 24:30-31
e. Millennium bel’s – Rev 20:5
f. 2nd resurrection – 2nd death – unbel’s only – Mt 25:41;; Rev 20:6-15
g. cast into the lake of fire for eternity
3. The cross is God’s victory over spiritual death, the resurrection is God’s victory over physical death.

Gen 2:17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it dying you will die.

a. muth muth – dying you will die – 2 deaths – spiritual and physical death.

b. Cross – Jesus pays for all the sins of the world – canceled out the debt caused by our sins – wipes out all that makes us –R before God.

c. Resurrection – wipes out the significance of death – 1 Cor 15:55-56 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.

d. Sting – Adam’s sin caused death to be a permanent separation from God.

e. Having dealt with sin, now death is the entrance into eternal life with God.

f. Victory over death now makes the death of bel’s an occasion for rejoicing.

g. The Lord’s victory over death gives us hope for the future with our loved ones.

4. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ completes our justification – Rom 4:25 Who was delivered for our sins, and was raised again for our justification.

a. His death dealt with the sin issue

b. His resurrection was the sign and seal of GF’s approval of His sacrifice.

5. The resurrection of Christ is part of His victory in the Angelic Conflict.

a. 1 Cor 15:24 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.

b. The resurrection qualifies and enables Him to finish out His victory over the 

c. The devil and the forces of evil.

d. The resurrection was the greatest demonstration of God’s superior power over the forces of evil.

e. They killed the Son of God but He wouldn’t stay dead!

6.  Time of the resurrections

a. Church age bel’s – the rapture -  1 Cor 15:51
b. Old Testament bel’s – 2nd coming – Mt 25:31-34
c. Millennium bel’s – end of the millennium – Rev 20:5  
7. All bel’s share in the resurrection of Christ regardless of spiritual status when they died.

a. Rom 6:3-5 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

b. God’s grace associates us with His victory and eternal life regardless of how we lived after salvation.
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